Interlude
JUST A MOMENT, BEFORE WE GO FURTHER, WHILE
I TELL YOU HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
THIS book should be read with an adas. There are a large
number of excellent atlases and almost any one will do. For
adases are like dictionaries. Even a bad one is better than none
at all
As you will soon discover, there are quite a number of maps in
this volume, but diese arc not meant as a substitute for a regular
adas. I drew them merely to show you the many ways of approach
to a subject under discussion and (if I must tell you the truth)
to get you personally interested in drawing maps according to
your own notion of geographical right and wrong. You sec, flat
maps, however ingeniously conceived, must be somewhat out of
gear. The only approximately correct maps are those pasted on
globes, but even our globes arc not entirely above suspicion, for
they should really be spheroids- We make them spheres merely
for the sake of convenience. The earth, of course, is slighdy flat-
tened near the poles, but it would take a gigantic globe to show
the difference, and so we need not worry about that minor irregu-
larity. Get yourself a globe (I wrote this book with the help of
a tcn-cent-storc globe which was really a pencil-sharpener) and use
it to your heart's content, but remember that it is an * approxi-
mation ' and not an * established fact/   The ' established facts'
will only enter into your life if you should try to qualify for a
mastcMnarincr's certificate. But in that case, you would have to
spend many years mastering an exceedingly difficult branch of
science; and this book was not written for specialists but for the
average reader who wants to get some general ideas about the
planet upon which he happens to live.
Now let me tell you one tilling. The best and most convenient